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or desirable to assist the agent in per-
forming such agent’s functions here-
under. Each individual so appointed
may be authorized by the agent to per-
form any or all of the functions which,
in the absence of such appointment,
shall be performed by the agent.

§1218.105 Ballots.

The referendum agent and subagents
shall accept all ballots cast. However,
if an agent or subagent deems that a
ballot should be challenged for any rea-
son, the agent or subagent shall en-
dorse above their signature, on the bal-
lot, a statement to the effect that such
ballot was challenged, by whom chal-
lenged, the reasons therefore, the re-
sults of any investigations made with
respect thereto, and the disposition
thereof. Ballots invalid under this sub-
part shall not be counted.

§1218.106 Referendum report.

Except as otherwise directed, the ref-
erendum agent shall prepare and sub-
mit to the Administrator a report on
the results of the referendum, the man-
ner in which it was conducted, the ex-
tent and kind of public notice given,
and other information pertinent to the
analysis of the referendum and its re-
sults.

§1218.107

The ballots and other information or
reports that reveal, or tend to reveal,
the vote of any person covered under
the Act and the voting list shall be
held confidential and shall not be dis-
closed.
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mation Order

SOURCE: 67 FR 56897, Sept. 6, 2002, unless
otherwise noted.

DEFINITIONS

§1219.1 Act.

Act means the Hass Avocado Pro-
motion, Research, and Information Act
of 2000, Public Law 106-387, 7 U.S.C.
7801-7813, and any amendments thereto.

§1219.2 Association.

Association means an avocado organi-
zation established by State statute in a
State with the majority of Hass avo-
cado production in the United States.

§1219.3 Conflict of interest.

Conflict of interest means a situation
in which a Board member or employee
has a direct or indirect financial inter-
est in a person who performs a service
for, or enters into a contract with, the
Board for anything of economic value.

§1219.4 Consumer information.

Consumer information means any ac-
tion or program that disseminates or
otherwise provides information to con-
sumers and other persons, on the use,
nutritional attributes, and other infor-
mation that will assist consumers and
other persons in the United States in

7 CFR Ch. XI (1-1-06 Edition)

making evaluations and decisions re-
garding the purchase, preparation, and
use of Hass avocados.

§1219.5 Crop year.

Crop year means the period from No-
vember 1 of one year through October
31 of the following year, or such other
one-year period recommended by the
Board and approved by the Secretary.

§1219.6 Customs.

Customs means the United States
Customs Service.

§1219.7 Department.

Department means the United States
Department of Agriculture.

§1219.8 Exempt handler.

Exempt handler means a person who
would otherwise be considered a first
handler, except that all Hass avocados
purchased by the person have already
been subject to assessments under the
Order. A person who handles both Hass
avocados that have already been sub-
ject to assessments under the Order
and Hass avocados that have not been
subject to assessments under the Order
is a first handler.

§1219.9 First handler.

First handler means a person oper-
ating in the Hass avocado marketing
system that sells domestic or imported
Hass avocados for consumption in the
United States and who is responsible
for remitting assessments to the
Board. For the purposes of the Order,
the term means the first person who
handles Hass avocados for sale (except
a common or contract carrier of Hass
avocados owned by another person), in-
cluding a producer who handles Hass
avocados for sale of the producer’s own
production.

§1219.10 Fiscal period or marketing
year.

Fiscal period or marketing year means
the period beginning on November 1 of
any year and extending through the
last day of October of the following
year, or such other consecutive 12-
month period as shall be recommended
by the Board and approved by the Sec-
retary.
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